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MoJ clarification
MIAM Training:

In June, NFM delivered          a well-attended one-day MIAM training course           at MiD.                  
We aim to offer an increasing number of training courses and workshops in the near future so look out for details.
Date for the Diary: 
On Wednesday 16th  November (6 - 9pm)              MiD will be hosting an evening reception at York House in Twickenham with Guest Speaker Sir Nicholas Wall.                                      Anthony Douglas,  CEO of Cafcass and MiD’s President, Lord Justice Thorpe will be heading a panel of experts to answer your questions. Invitations will be sent out in late summer.

Child Protection

An independent wide-ranging review to improve child protection conducted by 
Professor Eileen Munro of the London School of Economics 
 Munro Review (final report) – A Child Centred System
Read All About It
Judge demands review of damaging divorce laws
New study shows       how bickering couples affect their child’s development
Social networking  sites fuelling divorce 
MPs split over legal aid reforms
MiD Profiles
· Margaret Pendlebury Professional Practice Supervisor & Mediator
· Evelyn Cleavely            Adult Counselling Supervisor

· Paulina Reyes                   Child Counselling Supervisor
· Ann Alexander             Mediator
· Debi Blaxill 
      Mediator

· Gill Cashdan 

      Mediator and Child Counsellor

· Amanda Clegg

      Mediator

· Stephanie Fattorini

      Adult & Child Counsellor

· Paddy Gunningham

      Adult & Child Counsellor

· Lizzie Haynes

      Mediator

· Helen Keville

      Mediator

· Gillian Krajewski

      Mediator

· Fidelma McCarthy

      Mediator

· Caroline Morcom

      Mediator, Adult & Child Counsellor
· Lavender Patten

      Mediator

· Mike Stepan

      Mediator 

     

The Mediator’s                    Quote of the Day:                     The single biggest problem         in communication is the illusion that it has                 taken place.

~ George Bernard Shaw    
	  
	In-Court  Mediation

MiD is now providing a mediator at Brentford County Court on alternate Tuesdays, when private law children cases have directions and review hearings and Cafcass are present. In cases where there are no serious welfare           or domestic abuse concerns, the Cafcass officer and/or the judge suggests that parents meet the mediator to hear about mediation and how it might benefit their situation. 
Parents are seen separately and then together, and can negotiate immediate contact arrangements as well as plans to attend further mediation out of court.

This is a pilot scheme aiming to explore the effectiveness of offering mediation to parents in dispute at this stage in their court proceedings. 
Many, though not all, may have considered or tried mediation at an earlier stage. We are finding that once they begin to experience the reality of court, some are much more open to the opportunity that mediation offers to take back control of their decisions about their children.  
As one client remarked “in court you don’t get time to really explain...” Mediation allows the time for each to explain, hear and understand their different points of view. 
We are working closely alongside the judges and Cafcass, and so far feedback has been very positive.
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Dear Friends, Patrons        and Supporters
Welcome to our 2nd edition! 

Thank you for all the positive feedback we received in response to our first newsletter. 
We hope to keep every issue both interesting and relevant so please let us know if there are topics you would like us to include.

This has been a busy quarter for         MiD with an increase in mediation assessment meetings following the Pre-Application Protocol in April. 
We are also experiencing record numbers of referrals to our SPIP programmes. Whilst we are currently running 3 separate programmes a month- weekday daytime (4 hours plus lunch), weekday evenings            (2 X 2 hours) and Saturday mornings (4 hours plus lunch) these are filling very quickly. However we do have  the capacity to add more programmes every month when necessary.
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We were delighted to receive a visit from Helen Edwards CBE, Director General of the Justice Policy Unit at the Ministry of Justice.            Helen spent an afternoon with us in June to learn more about family mediation and about MiD’s other work with families and children.
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Helen Edwards, Director General of the MoJ’s Justice Policy Group
We are sure you will join us in congratulating Gillian Krajewski,                  one of our mediators on being chosen as one of National Family Mediation’s select team of trainers.

Best wishes

Anne Mawer
Director
                               SPIP Update      
  The Separated Parents Information Programmes (PIP) is the first available  

  programme for parents involved in litigation about child contact and                 
  residence in England. The programme is a Contact Activity, introduced by 
  the Children and Adoption Act 2006 as a tool for courts to facilitate contact.              
  Research in this area suggests that courts have limited impact on the key                    
  co-parenting factors that make contact arrangements sustainable and work            
  best for children. SPIP is a creative programme that seeks to improve 
  parental relationships and help them settle contact arrangements  

  independently. This evaluation was designed to identify the actual and 
  future potential of the Parenting Information Programme as an effective         

  and value-for-money intervention for parents with disputes over parenting 
  arrangements, with a particular goal to inform the deliberations of the   

  Family Justice Review. Amongst other things it measures the impact on 
  families of PIP’s compared to other court-based pathways and its cost-
  effectiveness in comparison with other court-based pathways.
    SPIP Evaluation Report              Separated Parents Information Handbook
                                 [image: image5.jpg]


    
   Children in Mediation  - Gill Cashdan
For separating parents nothing is more important than making the best possible arrangements for their children. So they come to mediation with urgent questions that they need to resolve rapidly and sensitively. 
What, when and how much to tell the children about imminent changes? (And how much do they already know?)  Which parent is best placed to provide the main, day-to-day care for the children? Where and how often will the children spend time with their non-resident parent? Do they want        to try and share all parenting responsibilities, including each providing a part -time home for their children – and how might this work?

Parents need to take so many factors into account and as mediators we invite them to try and imagine what, in their particular family circumstances, the children themselves might prefer? Do they want to resolve this by themselves, using their special knowledge of their children? Or would         they like to hear what the children themselves might come up with?
For many years it was felt inappropriate to involve children directly in mediation: after all, it’s the parent’s job to sort things out - not leave their children feeling responsible for making weighty decisions about their lives.
In mediation we encourage parents to talk about their children’s needs, wishes and feelings in some detail and to share observations about how they are coping. Some parents do prefer to spare their children possible embarrassment or upset that coming to talk to a mediator might cause them. Other parents are glad to hear that their children would be welcome to meet their family mediator. When this happens, we can explain in simple terms how their parents are working with us; and we can invite them to tell us in confidence about their ideas, fears & wishes. Then, if the children want us to, we can share these ideas with their parents which may help them when making plans for the family. There is now a considerable body of research showing how important children themselves feel it is to have someone outside the family listen to them and help them to identify the questions THEY need answering or problems they need sorting out.
Read on (case study)


MiD Mediation & Counselling

13 Rosslyn Road, East Twickenham TW1 2AR                                                
Tel: 0208 8916860    Fax: 0208 8913107

If you would like to feed into this news​letter, please contact us at admin@midmediation.org.uk
If you find any story or product featured in this newsletter worth passing on,              please do! You don't need to ask our permission to use the copy,                                    all we ask is that you credit MiD as your source.



